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PWSCUP2017: Evaluate re-identification risk on long time history data
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Abstract: On May 30, 2017, the amended Act on the Protection of Personal Information has been enforced
fully in Japan. Under the new regulation, big-data businesses are about to run efficiently with the newly
introduced notion, a de-identified information (anonymously processed data). While, it is not trivial to
choose the best algorithm to make the given data anonymized to be secure for a given particular purpose.
Especially, the risk of re-identification could increase as the anonymized data are accumulated for a long term
observation. Hence, business parties are required the long-term history to be divided into small datasets so
that identification to individual is impossible.

To assess the risk to be compromised accurately, the data needs to be balanced in the tradeoff between the
utility and the security. We propose a new competition for best anonymization and re-identification algo-
rithm. Our dataset consists of a customer dataset and a transaction dataset and these datasets are linked
with pseudonyms, assigned for each customer identities. The paper addresses the aim of the competition,
the target dataset, sample algorithms, utility and security metrics.
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